
Resolution 5
Trial Appeal Procedure 

Whereas 
Sigma Phi Epsilon’s Grand Chapter Bylaws detail the procedure for reviewing the membership of a member who does not live up to our standards; and

Whereas 
Often the issue can be resolved at the local chapter level but at times is appealed to the National Board of Directors for resolution; and 

Whereas 

The National Board of Directors has found it difficult to apply the trial procedures in a fair manner; therefore, be it

resolved 
The Grand Chapter Bylaws ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP – MEMBERSHIP TRIALS Section 27 be amended as follows (strikethrough indicates removal of text; italics indicates new text):
(r) Should the Standards Board vote that a member’s violation should result in the member’s expulsion, that member shall have the right to appeal the decision to the undergraduate chapter as a whole. Should the member appeal, his membership rights shall stand suspended until the chapter has considered and decided upon his appeal.  No member can appeal his suspension to the National Board of Directors unless and until he has appealed his expulsion to the undergraduate chapter and that appeal has been decided by the undergraduate chapter. 
(s) To exercise this right to appeal, the appealing member must notify the undergraduate Chapter President of his appeal in writing, within 20 days of receiving the decision of the Standards Board to expel the member from the chapter. The Chapter President will notify the Chaplain.

(t) A copy of these procedures contained in this section, as well as a copy of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Trial and Appellate Procedure Manual, shall be furnished by the Chapter President to both the member found in violation and the Chaplain, who, as chairman of the Standards Board, will present its position to the chapter.
(paragraphs s through v unchanged)
(w) Once the question period is ended by either the Chapter President or the Vice President of Programming, both the Standards Board and the appealing member will be escorted out of the room. Following their departure, the President or Vice President of Programming will moderate a period of pro-con debate, not exceeding ten minutes, utilizing Robert’s Rules of Order and expected to maintain the integrity of the appealing procedure.
(paragraphs x through z unchanged)
(aa) Once the question period is ended by the either the Chapter President or the the Vice President of Programming, both the Standards Board and the appealing member shall leave the room. Following their departure the President or the Vice President of Programming will moderate a period of pro-con debate, not exceeding ten minutes, utilizing Robert's Rules of Order.

(bb) Following the debate period, the Chapter President or Vice President of Programming will call for a vote by secret ballot as to whether or not the decision of Standards Board to expel the member should be upheld. If two-thirds (2/3) of the members in good standing in attendance vote to overturn the decision of expulsion, then the member is not expelled, and his violations are referred back to the Standards Board for a decision of an appropriate penalty other than expulsion. If two-thirds (2/3) of the members in good standing in attendance do not vote to overturn the decision for expulsion, then the member is expelled, effective immediately.

(cc) It shall be the duty of the Vice President of Communications to keep a complete record of the appeal proceedings, including the results of voting, to direct such record to become part of the records of the chapter, and to notify promptly, in writing, the member found in violation and the Chief Executive Officer or Executive Director, or his designee, of the outcome.

(dd) A member expelled by his chapter has the opportunity to file a final appeal to the National Board of Directors, or its designee. Any appeal must be filed in writing with the Chief Executive Officer  or Executive Director, or his designee. The appeal must be received no later than thirty (30) days after the member is notified in writing of the decision of the chapter. Such appeal shall include all reasons for the appeal.

(ee) Upon receipt of the appeal, the Chief Executive Officer or Executive Director, or his designee shall notify the President of the undergraduate chapter, enclosing a copy of the appeal. The chapter shall have thirty (30) days to respond in writing to the appeal, which response shall include a record of the proceedings.

(ff) The Chief Executive Officer or Executive Director, or his designee shall forward the response of the chapter to the appealing member who shall have fifteen (15) days to submit a response to the Chief Executive Officer or Executive Director, or his designee.

(gg) The Chief Executive Officer or Executive Director, or his designee will thereafter submit the appeal to the Executive Committee of the National Board of Directors, which shall, within sixty (60) days thereafter, determine if such appeal has a reasonable basis. If it determines there is no reasonable basis, the appeal is denied. If it is determined that the appeal does have a reasonable basis, then the National Board of Directors shall decide the appeal at its next regularly scheduled meeting.
(hh) The National Board of Directors shall have the power to uphold the decision of the chapter or remand the decision of the chapter back to the Standards Board for an alternate penalty. In the event that the National Board of Directors remands the decision of the chapter back to the Standards Board because the National Board of Directors finds that the trial and/or appeals procedures outlined herein were not substantially followed by the chapter, the Standards Board can impose any penalty at the conclusion of the second trial, including expulsion. In the event that the National Board of Directors remands the decision of the chapter back to the Standards Board for any other reason, the Standards Board must impose an alternate penalty.
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